Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.052; wR factor = 0.172; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.2.
In the title complex, {[NaNi(C 9 H 2 NO 8 )(H 2 O) 7 ]Á4H 2 O} n , the Ni II atom has a distorted octahedral coordination, defined by five O atoms from five water molecules and one O atom from one 5-nitrobenzene-1,2,3-tricarboxylate ligand. The Na cation is coordinated by six water O atoms in an irregular trigonalprismatic geometry. There are seven coordinated water molecules in the asymmetic unit. The Ni and Na atoms are linked by water bridges, forming infinite chains, which are connected by strong O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds involving the coordinated and uncoordinated water molecules into a threedimensional network.
Related literature
For related structures, see : Ding & Zhao (2010) ; Li et al. (2006) .
Experimental
Crystal data [NaNi(C 9 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2004 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2004) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: XP in SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
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Comment
It is well-known that carboxylate ligands play an important role in coordination chemistry. They usually adopt diverse binding modes as terminal monodentate, chelating to one metal center, bridging to two metal centers (Ding et al., 2010; Li et al., 2006 But in the title compound, the Ni-O bond lengths range between 2.032 (2) and 2.106 (3) Å and represent normal values.
Experimental
A mixture of 5-nitrobenzene-1,2,3-tricarboxylate ligand (0.1 mmol), Ni(NO 3 ) 2 (0.1 mmol) and H 2 O (20 ml) was treated with a solution of NaOH until the pH about 7-8. and left to stand at room temperature for about a few weeks,then the green crystals were obtained.
Refinement
Carbon bound H atoms were placed at calculated positions and were treated as riding on the parent C atoms with C-H = 0.93 Å, and with U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C). The water H-atoms were located in a difference map, and were refined with a distance restraint of O-H = 0.84 Å; their U iso values were refined. catena-Poly [[[aqua(5-nitrobenzene-1,2,3- 
Hall symbol: -P 1 Mo Kα radiation, λ = 0.71073 Å a = 6.7005 (6) Symmetry codes: (iii) −x+1, −y+2, −z+1; (iv) x, y+1, z; (v) −x+1, −y+1, −z+2; (i) x−1, y, z; (ii) x+1, y, z; (vi) −x+2, −y+1, −z+1; (vii) x−1, y+1, z; (viii) −x+1, −y+1, −z+1.
